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SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 

Public exhibition of the Idols from Aitutake, at 
a meeting held at Raiatea on the 8th of August, 
1823, and the Speeches of some of the Natives 
on the occasion. Extracted from the Journal of 
Mr. John Williams, Missionary. 


On the Friday evening after our arrival there 
was a public exhibition of all the idols in our large 
chapel. It was lighted up, and presented a briil- 
iant appearance. Mr. Threlkeld commenced the 
service with the hymn beginning “ Blow ye the 
trumpet, blow,” &c. and prayer; after whieh | 
gave a part of the account of our interesting jour- 
ney. The numerous idols were bung up in vari- 
ous parts of the chapel, but especially about the 
pulpit, desk, &c. Many very interesting address- 
es were delivered on the occasion; from which 
the following are selected :— 

Te Mauri arose and said, “To the people of 
Raiatea do I address myself. My thoughts have 
been growing all day upon the great power of 
God, and his great compassion to the lands of 
darkness. Surely the prayer of Raiatea has been 
heard. We have prayed that the good word of 
Jesus might reach the abodes of ignorance; that 
savages might be tamed by the power of the Gos- 
pel; and, behold! (said he, pointing to the two 
Aitutake chiefs and their wives,) we see thei here 
this evening. Rejoice, O Raiatea, in doing the 
good work of God. We sent two teachers to Ru- 
rutu formerly, and we saw what the power of God 
effected by them. Their idols were set up in this 
place of worship, and our hearts rejoiced. We 
have this evening another exhibition of Evil Spir- 
its. We did not expect this so soon. Our 
thoughts were heavy, very heavy, but God’s 
thoughts were not our thoughts. With himself 
his own word is irresistible. I have been think- 
ing of what Mr. Williams has told us this evening 
about Aitutake ; that it will outstrip us if we are 
net diligent. Many of the people have bedsteads 
already, and they are erecting decent houses all 
over their settlement. Let us beware, lest the 
branch should outgrow the trunk ; lest we should be 
last and they first.” Pointing to the idols, he said 
“The teeth of these monsters are blunted by the 
word of Jesus. They will devour no more men 
or children in the island of Aitutake.” He con- 
chided by addressing the chiefs and their wives 
from Aitutake, in a very pathetic manner, and sa- 
luting them in the name of our common Lord 
and Saviour. 

Atinutva then arose, and said, “This dear 
(fends, is not fire first day of my joy. The Mau 





Varua-ino (the Evil Spirits) were seen through 
the telescope, hanging to the yard arms of the ves- 
sel, as she entered the harbour. Behotd! we now 
see them hanging here this evening. There are 
some things we term the poison of the sea; these 
idols hanging here were the poison of the land, 
for both body and soul were poisonedyy them. 
But let us rejoice, their reign is over. We did 
not think that they would be obtained so soon; we 
did not expect so soon to be gratified by beholding 
them.” Addressing himself to unbelievers, he 
said, “ Behold, these are still your gods, alihough 
you do not acknowledge them.” He then exhort- 
ed such earnestly to turn to Jesus, by whose pow- 
er alone these idols were conquered; and how 
(added he) can you resist His power: gods of 
wood are food for the fire, but the God without 
form! His head cannot be reached! These 
gods are conquered -and destroyed, but the invis- 
ible God will remain for ever. We have become 
like a fountain ; let us therefore be diligent: for 
if the fountain be good, its goodness will extend to 
the end of every stream that flows from it. If the 
trunk is good, its goodness will extend to the end 
of every branch. These idols hanging here were 
formerly unconquerable, but the power of God ts 
gyoue forth long since, by which men become 
Christians, and savages brethren in Christ.” 

MarTauvte arose aud said, “We have been praying 
that God would exert his power, and cause his word 
to grow that his kingdom might come with power ; 
and now, behold! every man,with his own eyes may 
see the effectscfthat power. ‘chese idolsare not ob- 
tained by means of spears clotted with human blood 
as formerly, No guns, no spears, no pikes, no oth- 
er weapon but the powerful Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Formerly all was theirs; pigs, fish, 
food, men, women, children, and every thing we 
possessed ; and now behold them hanging in de- 
gradation before us.* This evening is not the 
commencement of my joy. We saw the idols 
hanging about the vessel, and joy sprang in our 
hearts. They called our ship a ship of God, and 
truly itis. Ithas carried the Gospel to distant 
islands, and brought back the trophies of its victo- 
ry. Does praise grow in every heart? Is joy felt 
by all? Then let us not only rejoice that devils 
are subject to us, but also that our names are writ- 
ten in the Book of Life.” 

Paremo addressed the assembly as fotlows: 
“ Mr. Williams told us, when he took leave of us, 
to pray, for prayer was mighty with God; and 
truly we now behold the effects of its might,” 
Alluding to the chiefs of Aitutake, he said, “ These 
people we never beheld before. ‘They are kings, 


* Adludiag to tite fall of idolatry at Ruruwu,ia l8 . 
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aod are now seated among our kings. O the 
goodness of the word of God! Let every king 
pray for other kings, thinking within himself, 7 
amaking. Let every chief pray for other chiefs, 
saying within himself, Jam a chief. Let every 
coinmon man pray for common people, thinking 
within himself, J aim a common man. Let every 
woman pray for other women, thinking within 
herself, Jam a woman.” Pointing to the idols, 
he said, “ Behold these great, these powerful gods, 
once adored by us! How foolish, how conteinp- 
tible in our sight they now appear. This is the 
second manifestation we have had of the great 
power of God.” 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Statham to Mr. Dy- 
er, dated Howrah, (near Calcutta) May 26th. 
1824, 

Death has been making great ravages among 
the European population of Calcutta, but all the 
labourers in the Lord’s vineyard have been meici- 
fully spared. 

The public mind is much agitated in conse- 
quence of the war with Burmah ; a large expedi- 
tion from the three presidencies has sailed. Per- 
haps the termination may be adoor open for the 
Gospel. We have been much in anxiety res- 
pecting the Missionaries there, but we now be. 
lieve they are all safe. Whatsoever the enemies 
of Missions may say, it is my firm belief that ne- 
ver was there so bright a prospect of the fulfil- 
ment of that promise which says, “The heathen 
shall be given unto thee,” as at the present mo- 
ment. A vast deal of prejudice and superstition 
has vanished—much anxiety is manifested to 
hear the word, and the most respectful attention 
paid whilst itis preached. We had a very encour- 
aging scene here lately. Ihave built a neat Bun- 
galow chapel in the high Benares road, near the 
spot where the native schools are, and on the day 
it was opened, (8th of May) brethren Yates and 
Pearce came over to my house, with our native 
brethren Paunchoo and Bhagshee: and a very 
large congregation assembled. Two Sermons 
were preached ; after which brother Yates bapti- 
zed a Mnssulman moonsbee in the Ganges, be- 
fore my door; it was a most delightful day, we 
all felt cheered, and much refreshed. He (the 
convert) appears indeed to be a new creature ; he 
possesses the spirit of humility in a great degree. 
He came to my house constantly prior to his bap- 
tism, as well as attended the brethren in Calcutta, 
and Paunchoo at Doorgapore. I cannot describe 
the looks and amazement of the Mussulmans, who 
crowded the water side, when they beheld one of 
their teachers come down to the water to be bap- 
tized. They expected it wasaHindoo. It has 
caused a great deal of inquiry amongst them 
since, aud I hope this will be, the first fruits of a 
plentiful harvest. I am vow building another na- 
tive chapel at the back of the English chapel here, 
for the convenience of the natives in this part of 
the village, as Howrah and Sulkeah extend more 
than two miles in a line, and contain a crowded 
population; but this Jatter place of worship will 
be peculiarly suited to. the accommodation of a 
number of Portuguese females, who can speak 
only Bengalce, and who age averse to mixing with 








onr English congregation. ‘There are some 
amongst them with whoin I am peculiarly pleas- 
ed.. Qne poor old woman was sick a few days 
ago, and sent for me; she appeared to be very ill 
indeed, yet calm and resigned. On my asking 
her how she felt with regard to her entering on an 
eternal world, she said, ‘It willbe a happy change 
forme.’ [asked the grounds of such a hope,— 
She clasped the Bengalee Bible, which lay by her 
cot, and said, ‘I find Christ here, Christ in my 
heart, and Christ is in heaven. He died for poor 
sinners like me. I know he is able to save me, 
I believe he will ;;—and then she prayed so sweet- 
ly, that I could not forbear crying out, ‘ Oh that 
my latter end may be like hers!’ She has since, 
however, been mercifully restored, and is now able 
to attend worship on the Lord’s day; she said, as 
she had no friends or relatives living, she wished 
to make her will, to prevent the little property she 
had from falling into the hands of the Zemindar, 
and wished to leave ittome. I told her, as that 
was the case, and she felt so much of the value of 
the Gospel, it would be well if she would bequeath 
it for the purpose of aiding in the spread of that 
Gospel. She was much pleased with this, and 
gave directions accordingly to leave it to the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society. My English congrega- 
tion is very encouraging—many appear to be 
seeking the way to him—others appear under con- 
viction ; three have been baptized. Blessed be 
God for the wonderful things he hath done for 
me, whereof [ have reason to be glad. 

I cannot conclude without telling you that this 
morning I have seen a whole family of natives, 
consisting of grand-father, father, mother, and 
three sons, all evidently seeking the way of salva- 
tion. They were first aroused to a sense of their 
condition by a tract left at the house of a neigh- 
bour, which he threw indignantly into the road, 
and one of the boys, about 15 years of age, carri- 
ed it home. They read it—came for more ;—I 
gave them the four gospels—and I do hope that 
time will show that it has not been in vain. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


CONVENTION OF DELEGATES. 


On Tuesday the 10th instant, at 9 o’clock A. M. 
delegates from Tract Societies in different parts 
of the U. States assembled, agreeably to previous 
notice,at the Consistory room, corner of Nassau and 
Ann-streets, New-York. The meeting!was open- 
ed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Proudfit of Salem. 
Rev. James Milnor D. D. was called to the chair, 
and Rev. Howard Malcom of Hudson, appointed 
Secretary. , 

Letters were read by the Corresponding Sec- 
retary, from the American Tract Society at Bos- 
ton, and the Evangelical Tract Society of Boston, 
stating, that as those Societies did not meet till 
after the time appointed for the convention, n° 
delegates were sent. 

The constitution adopted at a meeting held is 
New-York on the 11th of March, was then read, 
article by article, and fully discussed. Some 
amendments were introduced, and the whole 
finally approved, and reccommended for adop- 
tion at the public meeting to be held on the fol- 
lowing day. A committee of seven from differ- 
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ent denominations, was appointed to nominate a 
list of officers for the Society the ensuing year; 
and the convention adjourned to meet at the same 
place on Wednesday, at half past 9 0’clock, A. M. 
to move in procession to the meeting for giving 
the Society the public sanction of the Christian 
community. 


PUBLIC EXERCISES ON WEDNESDAY. 


The Convention met on Weduesday according 
to adjournment, and proceeded to the City Hotel 
at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

Ss. V. S. WILDER, Esq. or Botton, 
(Mass.) elected President of the Society at the 
meeting in March, took the chair, supported by 
the Rev. James Milnor, D. D. Chairman of the 
Convention of Delegates, Col. Richard Varick, 
and Gen. Stephen Van Rensselaer, of Albany. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Archibald Maclay, of the Baptist church in 
Mulberry street. The Presideut then addressed 
the meeting as follows: 

Called upon, dy the providence of God, and 
the unexpected solicitations of the numerous and 
respectable friends of this Society to preside at 
their deliberations, on this interesting occasion, 
{should now feel more strongly than ever the re- 
luctance which I have already expressed, to occu 
py a station, so pregnaut, in the discharge of its 
fuuctions, with the most momentous consequen- 
ces, did I not hope that a sense of duty had brought 
me hither, and that I may rely not only on the 
kindness and candour of you all in the perform- 
ance of my appropriate duties, but still more on 
your fervent supplications at the Throne of Grace, 
that I may be enabled to go forward with this one 
sentiment as my consolation and guide, “IT can 
do all things through Christ which strengthen- 
eth me.” 

When I look around me, and see so many in 
this assembly who have long borne the burden 
and heat of the day, iu the service of Jesus Christ ; 
whose age, and talents, and character, bespeak 
their qualifications for the highest stations in the 
prosecution of designs like that which has this day 
called us together, and among whom I can even dis- 
cern those whom (if I have an interest in the Re- 
deemer) I look up to as my spiritual fathers; I 
am overwhelmed with the peculiarity of my situ- 
ation, surely calculated, if it produce the proper 
effect, to humble me in the sight of God, and to 
make me feel the weakness and unworthiness of 
those powers which He thus designs to employ 

in His service. 

The object my Christian friends, which has 
this day brought us together, is the more com- 
plete organization and establishment of a Nation- 
al Tract Society : and whether we look for encou- 
agement, in such an enterprise, to what has alrea- 
dy been achieved by similar institutions, or to 
the very favourable auspices under which this is 
beginning its existence, or to the effect to be pro- 
duced by it on the eternal interest of thousands 
and tens of thousands of our immortal fellow. 
beings, we have abundant cause of gratitude to 
God, for the motives which should inspirit our ef- 
forts, and for the prospect that should gladden and 
Sustain our labours. 

Having been permitted, in the providence of 

od, to witness the impressions made upon the 
moral and religious character of man, by the ex- 


ertions of such societies in various pats of the 
European continent, accomplishing under the 
most humble form, and in the most unobtrusive 
way, what the boasted lights of philosophy, and 
the splendid machinery of political institutions, 
could not effect, I have had an opportunity of test- 
ing the value of Tracts in a way calculated to fill 
me with admiration and astonishment at the en- 
ergy of that Spirit of Grace and truth which, 
through such humble instruments, can produce 
the renovation of minds that have for years—I 
had almost said ages—been shrouded with the 
deepest gloom of ignorance and superstition, 

But I must leave to our secretary, and to others 
better qualified than myself to do it, te lay before 
you, more at length, the good which we hope to 
accomplish, under the blessing of God, by the 
concentrated efforts of those Christians of various 
denominations who have united in the formation 
of this National Tract Society ; a Society which, 
permit me to say, affords me this Gay the enjoy- 
ment of what I have, amid other scenes, while at 
a distance from my beloved country, considered 
as one of the sweetest cansolations of my life,— 
the privilege of forgetting that Christians can be 
called by different names, and of hailing as breth- 
reo in Christ Jesus, all who bear His image on 
their hearts, and devote their lives to His service. 

The Rev. Archibald Maclay was appointed 
Secretary of the meeting. The Rev. Dr. Milnor 
then read a statement of the proceedings rela- 
tive to the formation of the Society, including a 
brief history of the negoeiations between the 
New-York Religious Tract Society, and the A- 
merican Tract Society at Boston, and of the 
measures adopted at the meeting in March, and 
stated that the sum of $12,500, contributed at the 
meeting referred to, for the purchase of a lot, and 
the erection ot a house for the Society, had been 
increased to upwards of 20,000 dollars. He then 
read the proceedings of the Convention of dele- 
gates, and the following Constitution, approved 
by that body, and reccommended for adoption. 


CONSTITUTION, 


Article 1.—This Society shall be denominated 
The American Tract Society ; the object of which 
shall be to diffuse a knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ asthe Redeemer of sinners, and to promote 
the interests of vital godliness and sound morality, 
by the circulation of religious Tracts, calculated 
to receive the approbation of all Evangelical Chris- 
tians. 

Article 2.—Each subscriber of two dollars an- 
nually, shall be a Member; and each subscriber 
of twenty dollars at one time, sbalbbe a Member 
for Life. Each subscriber of five dollars annual- 
ly shall be a Director; and each subscriber of fif- 
ty dollars at one time, or who shall, by one addi- 
Htional payment, increase his original subscription 
to fifty dollars, shall be a Director for Life. 

Article 3.—Members of the Society shail be en- 
titled to Tracts annually, to the value of one dol- 
lar, and Directors to the value, of two dollars ; or, 
if preferred, they may receive Tracts at any one 
time, to the value of half the sum given. 

Article 4.—The Society shall meet annually on 
Wednesday immediately preceding the second 
Thursday in May, when the proceedings of the 
foregoing year shall be reported, and a Board con- 
sisting of a Presidept, Vice Presidents, a Corres 
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onding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a 
eneane and thirty-six Directors shall be cho- 
sen. 

Article 5.—The Board of Directors shall annu- 
ally elect, by ballot, a Publishing, a Distributing, 
and a Finance Committee, each consisting of not 
less than three nor more than six members; the 
members of which three Committees shall consti- 
tute an Executive Casnmittee to conduct the bu- 
siness of the Society, and shal] be ex-officio mein- 
bers of the Board. The Board shall have power 
to enact the Society’s By-Laws, and to appoint 
Honorary Vice Presidents, Directors, or Mem- 
hers. Twelve shall constitute a quorum. 

Article 6.—To promote in the highest degree the 
objects of this Society, its Officers and Directors 
shall be elected from different denominations of 
Christians; the Publishing Commnittee shail con- 
tain no two members from the same denomina- 
tion ; and-no Tract shall be published to which any 
member of that Committee shail object. 

Article 7.—Avy Tract Society contributing one 
fourth part or more of its annual receipts to the 
Treasury of this Society, shall be considered an 
Auxiliary, and be entitled to purchase Tracts at 
the most reduced prices. And any Agent or 
Treasurer of such Auxiliary, annually transmit- 
ting five dollars to the Treasury of this Society, 
shall be entitled to vote at all meetings of the 
Board of Directors; and the officers of any Auxil 
iary annually contributing ten dollars, shall be en- 
utled to the same privilege. 

Article 8.—The Executive Committee, subject 
to instructions from the Board of Directors, may 
admit any Tract Society to the privileges of an 
Auxiliary, with such relaxation of the terms above 
prescribed as they shall approve; and may confer 
such privileges as they think preper on any impor- 
tant kindred Enstitution circulating this Society’s 
Tracts. 

Article 9.—All Benevolent Societies and I[nsti- 
tutions, and individuals purchasing for gratuitous 
distribution, or to sell again, shall receive Tracts 
at reduced prices. 

Article 10.—That the benefits of the Society 
may be enjoyed no lessin distant places, than near 
the seat of its operations, the prices of its Tracts 
shall, as far as practicable, be the same in all parts 
of the United States. 

Article 11.—All meetings of the Society, the 
Board of Directors, and the Executive Commit- 
tee, shall be opened by prayer. 

irticle 12.—The President, or in his absence, 
the Vice President or other officer first on the list 
in the city of New. York, at the request of five Di- 
rectors, may call special meetings of the Board of 
Directors, causing three days’ notice of such meet- 
ings to be given ; and any two meupbers of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee nay call special meetings of 
that body. The Board of Directors shall have 

ower to call special meetings of the Society. 

Article 13.—Tbis Constitution shall not be al- 
tered, except at an annual meeting, and by a vote 
of two thirds of the members present. 

The following resoluiions were iben offered, ac- 
companied by aj propriate addresses, and unani- 
motisly adopted. 

On motion of Rev. Thomas De Witt, of the Re- 
formed Dutch Church, Fishkill, seconded by Col. 
Richard Varick : 

Resolved, That the proceedings in the establish- 
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ment of the American Tract Society, as now read 
by the Chairman of the Convention of Delegates, 
with the Consitution recommended for our adop- 
tion, have our cordial approbation ; and that the 
same be published under the direction of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

On motion of the Rev. Eustice Carey from 
Calcutta, seconded by Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyler 
of the Reformed Dutch Church, Poughkeepsie : 

Resolved, That the establishment of this Na- 
tional Institution, and the cordial and catholic 
feeling evinced by Christians of different denomi- 
nations in its formation, ave events most auspicious 
to the cause of our Divine Redeemer, and deman- 
ding our unfeigned gratitude to God, and our 
zealous and persevering efforts to promote the 
prosperity of this Society. 

On motion of Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D. D. 
of the Scotch Presbyterian church, Salem, N. Y. 
seconded by Rev. William Mc Murary, D. D. of 
the Reformed Dutch Church, Market-street : 

Resolved, That the Christian affection and en- 
larged benevolence which have Jed our Eastern 
Brethren to aid in the formation of this Society, 
should incite us to affurd a prompt and liberal 
support. 

On motion of Rev. Howard Malcolm, of the 
Baptist church, Hudson, N. Y. seconded by Rev. 
Thomas Me Auley, D. D. of the Presbyterian 
church, Rutgers-street : 

Resolved, That, convinced of the great truth 
that * union is strength,” we do earnestly invite all 
Evangelical Tract Societies and Associations, to 
co-operate with us in the great objects of this in- 
stitution. 

On motion of Rev. John Summerfield of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, New-York, second- 
ed by Rev. Cave Jones, of the Episcopal church, 
Brooklyn: 

Resolved, That as all permanent good cometh 
down from the Father of light, we do give our- 
selves continually to prayer, for his blessing on 
this institution, and do urge it upen all the lovers 
of our Zion to aid us herein, by their devout sup- 
plications, 

In offering the above resoiutions, addresses were 
made by Rev. Mr. De Witt, Rev. Mr. Carey, Rev. 
Dr. Proudfit, Rey. Mr. Malcolm, and Rev. Mr. 
Summerfield. 

The following gentlemen were then unanimous- 
ly elected Officers for the ensuing year: 

President. 
S. V. S. Wiiper, Esq of Bolton, Massachusetts. 


Vice- Presidents. 

Rev William Stoughton, D. D. President of Columbian 
College, D.C. 

Rey. Alexander Proudfit, D. D. Salem, N. Y. 

Rey. Sami. Miller, D. D. Theological Seminary Prince- 
ton, N. J. 

Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. Theological Seminary, An- 
dover, Mass. 

Rev. Philip Milledoller, D. D. Theological Seminary, 
New Brunswick, N. J 

Rev William McKenley, Bishop of Methodist Episcopaf 
church. 

Rev. Richard Furman, D. D. Charleston, S. C. 

Col. Richard Varick, New-York. 

Hon. Wm. Phillips, Boston. 

Gen. Stephen Van Rensselaer, Albany. 

Rey. Thomas Baldwin, D. D. Boston. 

Rev. Benjamin Mortimer, New-York. 

Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop of the 

astern Diocese. church. 


Rev. Joshua Sole, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
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Hon. Duncan Cameron, Stagiown, N, C. 

Hon. Jonas Platt, Utica, N. Y. 

Peter A. Jay. Esq. New-York. 

Secretaries and Treasurer. 

Mr. Wao. A. Heliock, Corresponding Secretary. 

Rey. Archibaid Maclay, Recording Secretary. 

Mr. Moses Alien, Treasurer. 

Directors. 

Zechariah Lewis, Esq. New-York. 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D. Pelham, N. H. 

Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw, Baltimore. 

Rev. Henry R. Weed, Albany, N. Y. 

Rev. Samuel Luckey, Presiding Elder, N. Haven district, 

Con. 

Rev. James M. Mathews, D, D. New-York. 
Rev. Warren Fay, Charlestown, Mass. 

Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, Previdence, R. [. 
Rev. John Williams, New-York. 

Rev. Wm. Nevins, Baltimore. 

Rev. Wm. Hawley, Washington, D. C. 
Rey. Lucius Bolles, D, D. Salem, Mass. 
Rev. Benjamin Paimer, D. D. Charleston, S.C. 
Rey. Edward Payson, D. D. Portland, Me. 
Rev. Damiei H. Barnes, New-York. 

Rev. Wm. Ryland, Alexandria, D. C. 

Rev. Wm. A. Capers, Chariesion, S. C. 
Rev. Jacob Broadhéad, D. D. Philadelphia, 
Rev. I. Charlton Henry, D. D. Ciarlesion, 5. C. 
Rev. Cornelius O. Cuyler, Poughkepsie, N.Y. 
Rev. Joel Hawes, Hartford, Con. 

Rev. Spencer, H. Cone, New-York. 

Rey. John Ludlow, Aibany, N. Y. 

Rey. Howard Malcolm, Hudson, N. Y. 
Hon. Samuel Habbard, Boston, Mass. 

John Pintard, LL. D. New-York. 

Robert Ralston, Esq. Philadeiphia. 

Joseph Cumming, Esq. Savaanah, Geo. 
Samuel Hazard, Esq. Huntsvilie, Alab. 

Mr. Solomon Aliea, Philadelphia. 

Mr. Hubart Van Wagenen, New-York. 

Mr. John Tappan, Boston, Mass. 

Mr. James W. Dominick, New-York. 

Mr. Thomas Skelding, New-York. 

Mr. Francis Hall, New-York. 

Timothy Edwards, Esq. Augusta, Geo. 

The election of the above officers having been 
declared, the Presideut rose and said ; 

In consenting, my Christian friends, to stand, 
nominally, at the head of this National Tract So- 
ciety, where your indulgent feelings have placed 
me, 1 console myself with the reflection that the 
discharge of all those duties which are to effect 
the prosperity and usefulness of this institution, 
will devolve upon those whose experience and 
talents, under the blessing of God, promise the 
most successful results. On them, looking to hea- 
ven for guidance and support, we will all place 
our coufidence ; while, at the same time, IL beg 
them to consider my services as at their command, 
to all the extent of meaus which my feeble ef- 
forts can afford. Accept my unfeigued thanks 
for this mark of your esteem and confidence, m 
placing me in so distingaished a situation, for 
th® promotion of such a cause: Oh! that I were 
more worthy of it, not for my own sake, byt for 
the sake of Him who suffered and died on the 
Cross of Calvary, to redeein us from the power 
and just punishment of sin. 

Indulge me, vefore | conclude, with one simple 
request, It is, that the- Publishing Commuitec 
would ever bear in mind the high respousibility 
of their office; and always feel that, as the eter 
nal destinies of souls may hang upon their delib- 
erations and doings, no ‘Tract should ever issue 
from the depository of this Society, which does 
not contain (should it find its way where a Bible 
Was never seen, nor the Gospel ever heard,) e- 
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nough of Divine truth to guide the ignorant and 
the inquiring sinner into the path of eternal life. 


LAYING THE CORNER STONE. 


After the exercises at the Hotel, the Society 
proceeded to the corner of Nassau and Spruce- 
streets, where the new edifice is to be erecied, to 
witness the ceremony of laying the corner stone. 
The excercises were commenced with prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Fonda, of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, from Montgomery ; after which the Presi- 
dent delivered the following address : 

We enjoy this day, my friends, one of the most 
exalted privileges which this age of benevolent ex- 
ertion affords—the privilege of commencing a 
work, which has for its object the best, the eternal 
interests of our fellow men. We are not indeed, 
assembled to lay the foundation of some splendid 
edifice, the pride of a city,* or a commonwealth, 
in Which statesmen convene to devise and form 
those politcal institutions whose aim reaches not 
beyond the spheres of our temporal existeuce ; nor 
of seme misshapen pile, whose rude exterior pre- 
sents a strange contrast to the fascinating embel- 
‘ishments within, that seduce into a forgetfulness 
of their eternal destiny, the sons and daughters of 
gaiety and fashion, and lead them to waste, in 
worse than idle amusement, the fleeting hours 
which: are allowed thein to prepare for what awaits 
-hem beyond the grave; nor of those buildings of 
bustle and business, where irammon furnishes his 
followers with the means of adding a little more 
‘o those possessions from which the hand of death 
will soon quite remove them ; but we are assem- 
bled by the blessing of God, to place here the cor- 
ner stone of an edifice, which claims as its highest 
honour, to be auxiliary to that noble one yonder, 
from which emanate, as from a fountain of light 
and life, the sacred oracles of truth. 

To the universal influence of these oracles 
throughout our common country, and to the remo- 
test regions of the earth, we trust, this edifice will 
tend to prepare the way. 

The instruments, mdeed, which it proposes to 
furnish for so momentous an object, are humble 
ones; but inthe hand of God, they can become 
mighty for the accomplishment of His gracious 
designs ; and could our eyes now behold the thou- 
sands of immortal souls who, through the atoning 
sacrifice of a crucified Redeemer, owe their robes 
of triumph, and their seats of bliss in Heaven, to 
ihe influence of these sileat messengers of Divine 
truth, and the thousands more of our fellow men 
who from the same source, have derived all their 
hopes of an imerest in Jesus Christ—we should 
see an assembly of redeemed spirits, whose num- 
bers wouid furnish motives the most powerful of . 
which we can conceive, to invigorate our faith, 
aud animate our efforts in this glorious work: glo- 
rious, not because we are engaged in it, for we are 
but the weak instrameuts through which the Sav- 
iour of men condescends to perfect His work of 
redeeming love; but glorious, because its results 
are to establish His empire upon the ruins of error, 
and sin, and wretchedness ; and to extend itin the 
world to come with all its scenes of ineffable ho- 





* The spot selected for the site of the Tract Society 
House, is within a few rods of the City Hall, the Thea- 
tre, and the Bible Society House ; and is surrounded with 
numerous shops and ware-houses. ‘Lliese circumstances 








explain several of the alkgsions in the address.—é.u, Oty. 
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liness and happiness, through the countless ages of 
eternity. 

After the address, the Rev. Warren Fay of the 
Evangelical Congregational ¢hurch, in Charles- 
town, Mass. offered the concluding prayer. The 
corner stone of the proposed edifice was then Jaid 
by the President, who in performing the ceremo- 
ny, addressed the numerous spectators, assembled 
on the occasion as follows: 

Whilst we thus place the corner stone which 
will serve to uphold this edifice, angels, we may 
believe, contemplate with joy and admiration ou 
labours of love. Generations, yet unborn, will el- 
evate songs of praise to the great | AM, for the 
blessings which the enterprise of this hour may be 
insttumental in procuring for perishing millions. 
And if, through the bounty of Divine grace, ina 
crucified Redeemer, we ourselves shall be admit- 
ted to the happy mansions of endless rest, the peri- 
od will arrive, when we may unite in their song 
over the multitudes that are redeemed through 
these humble exertions. 

Under the corner stone are deposited an ac- 
count of the proceedings relative to the formation 
of the Society, a list of the donations coutribnted 
for the erection of the edifice, and a copy of each 
of the Tracts which have been published by vari- 
ous Evangelical Religions Tract Societies in the 
United States, with the religious periodical Jour- 
nals of the day. 

The corner stone being laid ; the directors met 
at the Consistory toom in Ann street, enacted the 
Society’s By- Laws, and elected the following gen- 
t‘lemen members of the 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Publishing Committee. 


Rev. James Milnor, D. D. of the Episcopal church. 

Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D. of the Pres. church. 

Rev. John Knox, D. D. of the Ref. Dutch church. 

Rev. Justin Edwards, Andover, Mass. of the Con- 
grevational church. 

Rev. Charles G. Sommers, of the Baptist church. 

Rev. John Summerfield, of the Meth. Ep. church. 


Disributing Committee. Finance Committee. 
Thomas Stokes, Esq. Arthur Tappan. 


Dr. James C. Bliss. Dr. John Stearns. 

Marcus Wilbur. Moses Allen. 

Sidney E. Morse. Elijah Pierson. 

Charles Starr. Richard T. Haines. 
Dr. Steph. D. Beekman. 


Mr. Chester Jennings was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Society, in consideration of his of- 
fering the use of the City Hotel gratis, for its pub- 
lic meetings. 

Few events (says the New-York Observer from 
which we make the following abstract) tn the his- 
tory of our Benevolent Institutions, have excited 
so deep an interest in the friends of Zion, as the 
formation of this Society. It was questioned by 
many, whether it were possible for the differenit 
denominations of Evangelical Christians to unite 
in a Tract Society; and many fears of this kind 
were expressed at the Convention of Delegates.— 
The more the subject was discussed, however, the 
more perfectly accordant appeared to be the views 
entertained by different gentlemen, of what the 
character of the publications of the Society ought 
to be. It was found, that all wished them to in- 
euleate our ruin by sin ; the necessity of our being 








born again through the renewing af the Holy 
Ghost; and our obligations to be holy, and to 
live a life of new and active obedince. The 
great doctrine of “ Christ and him crucified,” was 
that which all appeared to love, and wish to have 
urged in every Tract. In the progress of the dis- 
cussion, it was found that the only line of separa- 
tion which any were disposed to regard, was that 
between hose who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity, and those who will not have him to 
reign over thei; and the longer the discussion 
continued, the more they saw in every brother, by 
whatever name he was called, the spirit of their 
blessed Master, and an earnest desire to honour 
him in the salvation of perishing men. A_ bond 
of christian affection immediately encircled them ; 
and atthe public meeting it grew stronger and 
stronger. The President of the Society, who has 
been extensively engaged in the distribution of 
Tracts, in different countries, and in connexion 
with christians of every name and all others who 
addressed the meeting, seemed to forget all person- 
al considerations, all sectarian interest in their de- 
vont and earnest desire, that our glorious Redeem- 
er should be honoured, and souls gifthered into his 
kingdom. We believe there was not a Christian 
present, who di: not feel that he was standing on 
holy ground. All seemed to say, it is good to be 
here. All viewed the work in which they were 
engaged, as a work of Christian faith and a la- 
bour of Christian love ; all seemed wishing to wait 
on God for his blessing ; and many felt that, while 
they were yet speaking, the Almighty Redeemer 
heard, and was there in the midst of them. It 
was with no surprise, that the interesting brother 
who spoke last, was heard to say, that of all the 
anniversaries he had attended, on this and the oth- 
er continent, he had never been conscious of such 
a spirit of christian love filling the room. An in- 
stitution thus commenced, thus consecrated to God, 
we believe must prosper. The request preferred 
in the last resolution, we hope will be remember- 
ed by the followers of Christ; and we trust that 
in answer to their prayers, thousands and tens 
of thonsands will give thanks to God forever, for 
the formation of this Society. 


THE FEMALE CHARACTER. 


The following is an extract from an eloquent discourse 
on the subject and influence of the female character, re- 
cently preached before a Female Missionary Society, in 
New-York, by the Rey. Gardiner Spring, Pastor of a 
church in that culy. 





In adverting to the excellence of the female 
character, it will occur to every mind, that tke ob- 
vious designation of a woman to a different sphere 
of action and influence, from that which is occu- 
pied by the stronger sex, suggests the contempla- 
tion of excellencies, which, though not peculiar to 
herself, are delightfully appropriate to her charac- 
ter and condition. There isa feeling of heart, 
a consciousness of dependence, a natural and ami- 
able timidity, a tenderness and kindness, which 
unfit a woman for the rude and tumultuous oc- 
cupations, and which, while they assign to her 
amore retired sphere, as clearly disclose those 
qualifications which constitute her true dignity 
and glory. 

Among these, we hold in high estimation the 
virtues of »ndustry and economy. 
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Did not these lie at the basis of a woman’s use- 
fulness, this would be too trite and common-place 
a remark. The wise man, in the chapter which 
contains our text, gives high importance to these 
useful qualifications. “She seeketh wool and 
flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She 
rises also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to 
her household, and a portion to her maidens.— 
She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
and eateth not the bread of idleness.” If there is 
a qualification in which a female ought to excel, 
it isa thorough acquaintance with the arts and du- 
ties of domestic life. She may be ignorant of the 
other branches of human knowledge, and deficient 
in more refined attainments, with comparative 
impunity ; but no embellishinents can supply her 
deficieucy in these. These constitute her pecul 
iar and appropiate employu.ent, and so far trom 
being beneath her regard, they adorn and beautily 
the most distinguished of her sex. 

The sentiment may not exactly accord with the 
notions of the present age, but it is one that ought 
to be inscribed on the heart of every female, that 
industry and economy are her true glory. There 
is no apology for aslothful woman. Asboth{ul wo- 
man is more fit for a domestic drudge, or the slave of 
an Eastern despot, than for the elevated station 
which freedom, civilization and Christianity have 
assigned to her. A woman who is occupied in 
jittle else than in receiving the courtesies of the 
other sex, and having every want supplied by ob- 
sequious attendants, if she does not become tor- 
pid by inaction, is almost always the victim of 
that morbid sensibility, which, while it can weep 
over the ideal scenes of a novel or a tragedy, has 
no interest in the affecting realities of human life, 
and passes through the world without communi- 
cating happiness, or acquiring respectability.— 
Few appreciate the obligations, cares aad labours, 
of an industrious female ; and few, I fear, are sen- 
sible of the perpetual self-denial which she is call- 
ed to exercise in the performance of her laborious 
and reiterated duties. Her eye must be every 
where in her own proper sphere; her avthority 
every where in her own retired dominion; her 
hand en every spring in all the departments of do- 
mestic labour. And a cheerful submission to this 
incessant watchfulness and care, constitutes one 
of the prominent excellencies in her character.— 
A female that has been induced to believe she was 
made for nothing but to be loved and admired, 
an who is never pleased but by the alternations 
of idleness and dissipation, has never learned to 
estimate her true worth and exccllence, and is a 

stranger to the high destination of woman. 

A well cultivated mind, alsc forms an essential 
ingyedie nt in female excellence. 

‘We have yet to learn, that the Supreme Crea- 
tor has denied to woman the same capacity for in- 
tellectual exertion, which he has communicated 
to man; and that with the same training, the same 
auxiliaries, and the same incitement, she might 
not maintain her equal progression in every enter- 
prise that demands simply intellectual endowment. 
But this is a pint of no easy decision, and of little 
utility could it be equally decided. There are 
those who so far depreciate the intellectual worth 
of females, as to believe that all that is important 
in female education, is limited by a thorough ac- 
quaintance witk domestic philosophy ; and that to 
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and particularly to instruct them in any of the 
branches of solid learning and science, is a super- 
fluity that ill befits their condition and employ- 
ment. 

But how contracted are such views, and how 
far do they fall shoit of qualifying females fur 
some of the more useful and important duties of 
their sex! Mind is a glorious endowment; and 
there is no reason why the mind of a female should 
not be cultivated with unwearied assiduity. Par- 
ticularly to a female of keen perception, intuitive 
judgment, vivid fancy, and ready and attentive 
memory, every facility of developing and improv- 
ing het intellectual faculties, which her means and 
condition in life can furnish, should be afforded. 
I know of nothing which a woman may not study 
and acquire to advantage, If slie is ambitious of 
deserving well, if she is diligent, as her experience 
and reflection become matured, I would not only 
have her well grounded in all the branches of a 
good English education, but I would delight to 
see her plodding her steady course through the de- 
partments of classical knowledge—introduced to 
the masters of science in every age—familiar with 
the history of other times, aud the biography of 
other men—well acquainted with the power of 
numbers—not meanly insiructed in physical and 
intellectual philosophy—-and especially, taught to 
think and reason, and to express her thoughts 
with propriety, force, and elegance. No reason 
exists why the temple of science should be inter- 
dicted to an enterprising female, and why its as- 
cent should be deemed so rough and difficult, that 
her modest foot may not attempt it. Every step 
she gains will reward her exertion, and facilitate 
her progress; and though it may not be her am- 
bition to flourish in the republic of letters, yet if 
she would be esteemed and honored in human so- 
ciety, and become one of its most invaluable bles- 
sings, she need not fear extending her acquisi- 
tions. 

But while we advert to her intellectual cultiva- 
tion, let us not slightly pass over the peculiar ad- 
vantage of a thorough acquaintance with moral 
science. Here, every female should be at home. 
Last of all, should the science of God and salva- 
tion be hidden from her eyes; last of all, should 
she be a stranger to the principles and obligations 
which ought to govern her thoughts, her affections, 
and her conduct, every hour and moment of her 
existence. How humiliating, if it were ouly in an 
intellectual view, that she should be ignorant of 
the topics and wonderful themes of contemplation, 
and powerful persuasiveness of enterprise, and un- 
rivalled exhibitions of classical beauty and ele- 
gance, and matchless examples of purity of thought, 
with which the great text-book of moral science, 
the Bible, is so richly fraught! There, is reveal- 
ed what nothing else has disclosed, and what none 
but God knew. From one page of this wonder- 
ful volume, a female may gain more knowledge 
of the great end of her being, and of what is useful 
and necessary to be known, than philosophy could 
acquire by the patience and toil of centuries. 
There, too, is developed the great system of truth, 
which philosophers and sages have sought in vain 
—every where inculcating the most excellent max- 
ims of witdom—every where embodying councils 
more paternal, admonitions more alarming, conso- 
lations more precious, expostulations more touche 
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and every where recounting events and transac- 
tions that cannot be communicated without the 
deepest interest and delight. The wonders of the 
Bible have interested and amazed the strongest 
intellects in creation. And if a female would be 
interested in subjects that can expand, and capti- 
vate, and transform her mind, that can crucify her 
affections to the pursuits and enjoyments of the 
world, then must he: heart be endeared to the ex- 
cellencies of the Bible. 

All these courses will strengthen and cultivate 
her intellectual powers, and fit her for usefulness. 
And if she be pious, how is her character invested 
with additional power, when it can put in requisi- 
tion the force and furniture of a well disciplined 
and richly cultivated mind. The great variety of 
intellectual accomplishments she possesses, the 
more respectable she will become, and the more 
influence will she exert in any sphere she is des- 
tined to occupy. 
TS ______ 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, May 28, 1825. 
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CEYLON MISSION. 


The following Letter from the Rev. Mr. Winslow of the 
Ceylon Mission, to his brother in Yale College, ts com- 
municated for the Religious Intelligencer. It contains 
information of much interest and of very recent date. 


Oodooville, Jan. 17th, 1825. 


In my last, I probably mentioned that the 
“Lord had visited his people” here, and “ revi- 
ved his heritage where it was weary.” The fruits 
of the revival remain to a very good extent. We 
are expecting to gather from them, as the first 
fruits, about 35 young persons and adults into the 
church, in the course of a fortnight, unless the 
prevalence of the Cholera Morbus, which is now 
spreading around us, prevents the anticipated 
meeting. That disease is very mortal, and is con- 
sidered contagious. ‘The people therefore are in 
great fear of it, and will not go where it prevails. 
We have made preparations to have a great meet- 
ing in one of our populous villages, near the cen- 
tre of our stations, and to have all the present can- 
didates baptized and admitted to the Church at 
once, and to have the Communion. A large tem- 
porary building has been erected, sufaciently large 
to contain from 2 to 3,000 people ; and if the sea- 
son be favourable, twice that number will proba- 
bly be present, in and about the building. We hope 
that great and good effects will result from this pub- 
lic admimistration of the ordinances in the midst of 


the Heathen. There is evidently, progress made | 


in the advance of christianity here. Light is 
spreading and “ knowledge is increased.” ‘This 
is not all. The influences of the Holy Spirit, 
without which all light and knowledge become 
vain, have not been withheld. Within the last 6 
weeks we have again had a refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. After the former revival 
had subsided we were left in rather an exhausted, 
or at least in a cold state. But it was not long 
-before our deficiences began to alarm us, and of 
course some symptoms of returning animation be- 
gan to appear. At a prayer meeting in Batticotta, | 
so long ago as October, there was some feeling 
sense of deadness, and of the necessity of hum- 
bling ourselves before God, while we were addres- 
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sed from these words, “ Sanctify yourselves, and 
be ready against the third day, for the Lord God 
will do wonders among you.” 

At the next monthly prayer meeting, which was 
held at Oodooville, there was evidence that a-re- 
vival had commenced among ourselves. Prayers 
and confessions were made with many tears.— 
The influences of the Spirit were manifest, and 
we parted that day under the strong expectation 
of seeing a work of grace among those around us, 
Our expectations were not disappointed. The 
native members of the Churches were revived.— 
The renewed subjects of the former awakening, 
received a new impulse—those who had stifled 
former convictions were again convicted of sin 
—and some careless ones were for the first time 
awakened. I speak now of all the stations, be- 
cause these appearances were seen at all; and I 
refer, as.to the subjects of the work, to the chil- 
dren &c. in the coumon Boarding Schools, and 
also to the lads in the Central School—the girls 
in the Female Schaol—some of our various na- 


the Jatter class, there are employed in the Mission 
about 70, who are move or less respectable for 
their family and learning. At a meeting with 
them in November, when all were called together 
and particularly addressed, almost the whole hody 
of them arose and expressed their belief in Chris- 
tianity, and more than thirty professed to have 
some concern about their souls. Of this number, 
a few evidently felt; others seemed well inclined, 
but without any proper views of their sim and 
danger. How many of them still feel, or have 
begun to serve the Lord, I know not. We have 
hope of some 8 or 10, and some others are serious, 
Ot the class of assistants we have occasion to 
speak with perhaps still more thankfulness, One 
of them, an assistant in the Central School, by the 
name of Dwight, a young man of much promise, 
and named after Dr. Dwight, has lately come out 
decidedly on the part of those who follow Christ, 
and we hope he is indeed a trve disciple. Two 
others, who have been, (and one now is) assistants 
in the Boarding School at Tillipally, have recent- 
ly, as we hope, been brought to repentance. They 
are the sons of hired men, and have studied Eng- 
lish considerably. Of the same class are two who 
assist me at this station in superintending the 
schools. One is the son of a Manigar, (the prin- 
cipal head man of a parish) and the other a cous- 
in of his. I have not so much confidence, but 
stand in doubt of him, although he professes 
enough, but the latter appears well. His convic- 
tions of sin were long and deep, and he now seems 
to be truly rejoicing in the Lord. He will, if stead- 
fast, do much for the Christian religion, as his tal- 
ents are good, his family very respectable, and he 
is somewhat rich for a native youth. 

There is still another young man, who superin- 
tends the schools at Manepy, and is the son of a 
Managar, of whom we entertain some _ hope, 
though he is not yet willing to give up his friends 
for Christ. In fact, that is not an easy thing to do 
here. These young men find it isnot. Our Sav- 
iour’s words are here verified. * If any man come 
uvto me, and hate not his father and mother, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” 
* And a man’s foes, shall be they of his own house- 
hold.” ‘These young men and also a schoolmas- 





ter at this station, who appear very well, have met 


tive assistants—and to our Schoolmasters. Of 











1825.] 


with much persecution. The people even say of 
them, as they said of our Saviour—“ They have 
a devil and are mad.” The mother of the latter 
threatens to throw herself into a well—the grand- 
father to Jeave the country ; but before he goes, he 
wishes the privilege of shutting son and mother 
up togethet in a house and setting fire ton! A 
company of his friends came to him the other day, 
and said, we have vowed to come and stay by you 
until vou promise to renounce christianity, and we 
will neither eat nor drink until you give us such a 
promise ; and now is it better for one to die than 
for us all to perish. He answered them from the 
Scriptures ; and they could not reply, but left him 
without obtaining the promise. The other young 
men are much opposed and ridiculed. Ata meet- 
ing two or three weeks since at Tillipally, they all 
one after the other, rose up, in presence of their 
friends, and a great number of respectable natives, 
and testified their love to Christ; but they suffer- 
ed for it when their parents and relatives hac them 
alone. The Lord is able to make them stand, 
and we trust he will do it., His name and his glo- 
ry seem concerned in their persevering to the end, 
and we are sometimes ready to ask, if these go 
back, “What wilt Thou do unto thy great 
name?” Oh! may no reproach fall on the chris- 
tian name by the backsliding of any of these, who 
are so much known, and have so much influence ; 
but may they have grace, not only to save them- 
selves, but to be instrumental in saving others al- 
30. 

You will be glad to hear that the Central School 
is flourishing, and that had we the requisite funds, 
our prospects concerning the contemplated college 
would be fair. The desirableness of such an in- 
stitution is more and more manifest, and its prac- 
ticability had we money, more and more certain. 
But we have not money, and unless strenuous ef- 
forts are made at home to assist us, we shall not 
have money. Will not the Church arise in such 
acause? Will not the rich contribute of their 
abundance, and the poor of their poverty, to raise 
up ministers and teachers, and various enlighten- 
ers for this benighted people? If not, ages of 
darkness must yet, in all probability roll over them. 
Oh! that the spirit which brought Christ into the 
world, might fall upon all his followers. When 
will the church arise, shine, her light being come. 
Our mission with only its common though numer- 
ous expences is now in debt more than two thous- 
and Spanish dollars, without any prospect of im- 
mediate supplies, bat with the constant expenditure 
of one thousand dollars each month. I certainly 
hope that the church will not permit these things 
so to be. If they do the mission must certainly 
fail. There are now in the Central School 35 
youths; some of them lads of uncommon promise. 
They are fast getting a good acquaintance with 
the English Grammar—also the ‘T‘amul with A- 
rithmetic, and write the principles of translating 
from English into Tamul, and trom Tamu! into 
English. Many of them speak English with con- 
siderable propriety. ‘That is a great thing. The 
languages are so dissimilar, that for a Malabar to 
speak English, or an Englishman to speak Tamul 
with any good degree of propriety, is a great acqui- 
sition. Atthe last public examination, sume of 
the lads declaimed in English, and spoke an En- 
glish dialogue very well. They are in short lay- 
ing a good foundation for a future education. 
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The Female Boarding School, which is at Oo- 
dooville, under Mrs. Winslow’s care, is doing as 
well as could be expected. The number of girls 
now in it is $82; and all the older and more prom- 
ising of them are hopefully pious. They are in- 
structed in reading and writing their own lan- 
guage, in Arithmetic and Geography—also in 
sewing knitiing, &c. and especiallly in christiani- 
ty. When the Mission was commenced in this 
district, scarcely a single female could be found, 
who was able to read. Now there aie in our dif- 
ferent schools more than 250 who are learning, 
and many of whom are now able io read. Asa 
general remark the females here know nothing 
about needlework, knitting, or any thing of the 
kind. The time of the bigher classes of the fe- 
males is spent in mere idjeness, exce)t (hat they 
sometimes assist in cooking food. They seldom 
go out, unless it be to the temples, and see but lit- 
tle company at home. The middie and lower 
classes work often very hard. ‘The former pound 
rice, bring water, wood, assist in cultivating the 
land &c. The latter go to the maskets to buy 
and sell—carry heavy burdens on their heads—tla- 
bour in the rice fieids &c.&c. The three lower 
castes of females as weil as males are slaves.— 
They are bought and sold as slaves are in Amer- 
ica, but they are not so much under the immedi- 
ate control of their masters and often they are left 
wholiy to themselves for the greater part of the 
time—the masters perhaps requiring only a small 
part of their earnings. Measures have been taken 
for securing tae freedom of slaves born after this 
time, and eventually, slavery will doubtless be 
abolished. Suxill the females are little better than 
slaves to their husbands. They are kept in total 
ignorance, and in great subjection. The means 


taken by us to increase knowledge among them 


will have a very important influence in raising the 
character of the female sex and consequently re- 
forming the other also. Indeed we have reason 
for gratitude that the operations of the Mission 
have been blessed to so great a degree as they 
have, and that they promise so much good. 

It has been a source of encouragement and 
matter of grateful! reflection that now, when the 
Lord has been pleased to come again and revive 
his work, is just the time when our christian 
friends in America will be rendering thanksgiv- 
ings to God for the mercy shown to many here at 
the commencement. Perhaps it ts in connexion 
with the nore earnest thanksgivings and supplica- 
tions of Christians in America that God has seen 
iit to visit us again. Doubtless many such con- 
wexions exist, though we cannot see them in this 
world; but when at last that great chain 1s let 
down which connects heaven with earth, and we 
are permitted to see it, we shall trace these con- 
nexions with transporting gratitude. 


We would call the attention of our readers to the inte 
resting information contained in the preceding letter. 

If all the circumstances be taken into consideration, the 
mission in Ceylon may be said to have been successtul be- 
yond any other mission attempted by American Christians. 
Planted in the midst of a heathen population, who are at- 
tached more than most others, to the superstitions and tra- 
ditions of their fathers, it has gradually gathered a number 
of flourishing churches, very much distinguished by the 
evident Christian character and holiness of their members. 
Repeated effusions of that Spirit whose aid is supplicated 
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Revival in Winthrop from which we extract the following 
closing remarks. 
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monthly and weekly by our churches, have seemed to in- any other month. The work was gradual in its 
dicate the complacency with which this station is viewed | commencement, Hs progress and decline. We 
by the Head of the Church. The light of Christianity has} had three meetings upon the sabbath, a stated 


arisen on the darkness of the island, and shines with in- 


meeting Wednesday evening, about two weekly 


creasing brightness. But it is obvious to every man of | lectures in different parts of the town, besides the 


reflection, that missions cannot even be commenced in 
an uncivilized country, without beginning to instruct the 
natives in the literature and arts of a christian people ; 
and that more than a beginning cannot be made without 
continuing to instruct them. On this principle the mis- 
sionaries of moderna times have commenced and prosecu- 
‘ted their enterprises, with what success they have done it 
in Ceylon we have seen. It is obvious, however, that in 
this course, there is a limit, beyond which the divided and 
separate exertions of individual missionaries oannot go. 
A missionary may, indeed, in the multiplicity of his neces- 
sary avocations, educate a number of young men to a cer- 
tain extent, and may even qualify some of rare genius and 
talents for any situation. But this is ordinarily not to be 
expected. A complete education, such as shall answer 
the purposes of a Christian community, is, in common ca- 
ses, to be obtained only at an institution devoted to this 
object, and to no other. Such has been the origin of 
public schools, of colleges, and of universities among our- 
selves. They are not institutions got up to serve the pur- 
poses Of a party or a sect, but arise out of the wants of the 
community ; wants acknowledged and felt by that com- 
munity, or by those who have its best interests at heart. 
They do not flourish longer than they supply those wants. 
It is not, however, to be expected, that the people of Cey- 
lon will universally countenance such a design in its com- 
mencement. Like other barbarous people, they are ig- 
norant and poor ; unable to understand the value of learn- 
ing, and unable to promote it to a great extent, if they 
knew its value. But if they had both capacity to see its 
utility, and ability to promote it, they could not be expec- 
ted to do so, while its promotion is so certain to root out 
those superstitious notions and habits, which were born 
with them, have grown with them, and become a part of 
them. Others, therefore, must be chiefly concerned in 
conducting such an enterprise. 

We apprehend that the mission in Ceylon has arrived } 
at that state, in which its operations can no longer be car- 
ried on and extended as they have hitherto been, without 
a concentration of its literary efforts in an institution like 
this. The instruction of boys and young men bas been 
carried as far as the indispensable attention of iudividual 
missionaries to the primary object of their mission—the 
inculcation of religious truth—will admit. Many of them 
have arrived at a degree of knowledge which is indeed 
tolerable. But aspreachers of the gospel, they must pos- 
sess something more. Very few of them can have that 
respectable, not to say commanding character, in the eyes 
of natives who think themselves learned, which is indis- 
pensable to the successful preaching of the gospel to hea- 
thens, without the advantages of an institution like this. 
It must be remembered that the chief dependence of the 
missionaries, and of the christian public, for a supply of 
tabourers sufficient, effeetually to plant Christianity in 
that island, must be on the natives. Europeans cannot be 
sent in sufficient numbers, and if they could be sent can- 
not endure the climate for a great length of time. 


REVIVAL IN WINTHROP. 


inquiring meetings, church meetings and monthly 
concerts, and other prayer meetings.—Pains were 
taken to have the great truths of religion made 
plain and clear, and solemnly impressed upon the 
mind. ‘The doctrines of grace; the holy charac- 
ter of God ; the extent and spirituality of his law; 
the obligation of all intelligent beings to love and 
serve God; the entire sinfulness of the human 
heart; the fulness in the atonement of Christ ; the 
freeness of the offers of life ; and other truths inti- 
mately connected, were continually pressed upon 
the consideration of the people. The duties of 
immediate repentance and unreserved submission 
to God, were urged. The awakened and convin- 
ced were cautioned against the danger of becom- 
ing careless, and of resting short of a hearty re- 
ception of Christ, as their only ground of hope. 
Much labor was bestowed to render the distinc- 
tion between true religion and its counterfets easy 
to be understood. The anxious and those begin- 
ning to hope, were encouraged to disclose their 
views and feelings, their trials and perplexities, 
with the utmost freedom. 

The subjects of the werk, generally, were led to 
a serious examination of their character and state, 
and to inquire what were their prospects for eter- 
nity? Very few were suddenly awakened, or 
could say precisely, what first excited their atten- 
tion. They became convinced, by comparing 
their hearts and lives with the precepts of the law 
and gospel of God, that they had always lived in 
disobedience, had never acted from such motives 
as God requires, and consequently, had never done 
any thing acceptable in iis sight. They felt, 
that they were justly condemned; that they had 
no claim on Him for the least favor; and that, if 
ever they were saved, it must be wholly of His 
rich and sovereign grace. Argumeuts to prove 
them enemies to God were unnecessary. They 
found, that thev had a “carnal mind which was 
enmity against Him.” They were told, that their 
situation was unspeakably critical. They believ- 
ed, that their characters were about to take a de- 
cided cast for eternity. They generally obtained 
relief by experiencing an acquiescence in the char- 
acter and will of God, a satisfaction at the thought 
of being in His hands, and a readiness to yield 
themselves unreservedly to Christ in view of His 
loveliness and preciousness. Joy was not, in ma- 
ny instances, rapturous; but a calm delight, a 
peace of indescribable sweetness in contemplating 
on divine things, was felt for a length of time, in 
some cases for several days, before they really 
dared to indulge the idea, that they had been re- 
newed by the Holy Spirit.—Usually, they have 
had a great jealousy of themselves.—The effects 
have been such as we might reasonably expect 
would be produced by the operations of the divine 
Spirit upon the homan heart; an abasing sense of 


their own vileness, of the great evil of sin, and of 
the beauty of holiness ; love to God ; delight in His 
worship and service ; a fear of dishonoring Him, 


The Christian Mirror contains a Narrative of the late} or His cause; a desire to live to His glory ; a pe- 


culiar nearness to the people of God ; and a tend- 
er concern for those who are still impenitent. 





More were probably converted in July than in 


How many have been made the subjects of re- 


1925.) 


known ( 


srieth tl 
reason t 
gel¥eS, | 
sumber 
the nia 
sot dor 
\eSS, the 
this sea 
Tot 
,dded 
1924, f 
fession 
One, * 
ince t! 
hopefu 
profess 
sembly 
ers ha’ 
nomin 
thems 
smirse 
was a 
when 
jicly a 
and hi 
comin 
whose 


femal 
inclu 
fema 
persa 


1$25.] Rev. Leander 


newing grace during this merciful visitation, is 
known only to Him, who “ searcheth the hearts and | | 
wieth the reins of the children of men.” We have 
,eason to fear, that some, who have counted them- 
glves, and been counted by others, among the 
sumber of converts, will find themselves among 
the many, who will have said “Lord, Lord, but 
ot done the things, which he says.” “ Neverthe- 
less, the foundation of God standeth sure, having 
his seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His.” 

To the Baptist church, upwards of 70 have been 
,dded; to the Congregational church, since March 
1824, forty eight have been received upon a pro- 
fession of their faith, and six from other churches. 
One, who had openly espoused the cause of Christ, 
ince the commencement of the revival, and two 
hopeful subjects of it, who had not made a public 

rofession, have, we trust joined the general as- 
sembly and church of the first born. A few oth- 
ers have connected themselves with different de- 
nominations. Several more, we hope, will attach 
themselves visibly to the people of God in the 
sourse of the year, The first sabbath in Nov. last, 
was a day of peculiar interest to this Church; 
when 28 persons, 13 males and 15 females, pub 
licly and solemnly entered into covenant with Ged 
and his people, and for the first time sat down to 
commemorate the dying love of that Saviour, 
whose blood alone cleanseth from all sin. “ The 
Lord has done great things for us, whereof we are 
elad.”” 

Of the 48 last received, 21 were males, and 27 
females; there are now belonging to the church, 
including those in other towns, 72 males, and 105 
females ; making 177 ; of whom 49 are unmarried 
persons, 21 brothers and 28 sisters. 

During the last eleven years, 140 have been ad 
led to the church, 18 have died, and 11 have been 
dismissed to other churches. 

God has indeed shown himself a sovereign in 
selecting the objects of his mercy; at the same 
time, He has shown His faithfulness in fulfilling 
that promise, “ My word shall not return unto me 
void.” Forty years after this church had been 
organized and about 130 had been members of it, 
not more than five, born in Maine, or who had been 
favoured with the privileges of the gospel, had 
been admitted. Of the 130 received from the 
world, since 1807, probably not ten can be found, 
one at least, of whose parents, or grandparents, 
was not a professor of religion, or who had not 
been religiously educated. These facts speak a 
language too plain ta be misunderstood, and too 
solemn to be disregarded. In 1808, a Sabbath 
School was established, bearing a nearer resem- 
blance to what are now devominated Bible Clas- 
ses,than to sabbath schools, as they are now gen- 
erally regulated. A large number of the children 
and youth attended with a good degree of punctu- 
ality. This was continued till sabbath schools, in 
their usual form, were introduced. The principal 
part of those, who have become hopefully pious 
within the last 10 years, has been from among 
such as were associated in these schools. 

Though for some months past, we have had but 
few instances of hopeful conversion, yet several 
remain the subjects of very solemn impressions ; 
and a considerable number give more than ordin- 
arily serious and earnest attention to the concerns 
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they may never be awakened till it be farever too 


ate. May God have mercy on them. 
Some have lost their serious impressions. 


We 


have awful reason to fear, they may have “drawn 
back unto perdition.” 
while their friends and neighbours were pressing 
into the kingdom of God, and have wickedly re- 


fused to go with them. 
to secure their salvation, numbers of them, un- 


doubtedly will never enjoy. Their stupidity is a 
most alarming symptom. 


Several have looked on, 


Another such opportunity 


We would request the friends of Zion to unite, 


in offering praise to God for what he has wrought, 
and in supplications for such supplies of His grace, 
that those who have taken the vows of God upon 
them, may “be steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 


DAVID THURSTON. 
Winthrop, May 6, 1825. 


REV. LEANDER VAN ESS. 


We copy from the Loadon Evangelical Magazine the 
following brief sketch of the history and labours of this 
indefatigable agent of the British and Foreign Bible so- 
ciety. 
LeanperR Van Ess, to whom the attention of 
the Christian public has of late been so much di- 
rected, is a native of Germany, of Rowan Catho- 
lic parents, about 50 years of age, and a man 
greatly distinguished by his natural genius, the 
extent of his acquired knowledge, the solidity of 
his erudition, his genuine piety, and his enlarged 
benevolence. In early youth he manifeste’ an 
ardent desire for learning, and was sent by his pa- 
rents to a Benedictine monastery, in which he 
spent several years, indeed til it was suppressed 
during the late political changes and revolutions 
on the Continent. Though naturally of a very 
lively temper, he practised at one time all the aus- 
terities of the monastic order ; and even went so 
far as to wear a girdle round his loins studded in- 
wardly with sharp points, for the purpose of morti- 
fying his body. Being exceedingly fond of read- 
ing, his attention was happily directed toa fre- 
quent and attentive perusal of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in the original languages; and the more in- 
timate his acquaintance with them became, the 
more deeply was his mind impressed with the dec- 
laration of our blessed Redeemer ; “ God is a Spi- 
rit, and they that worship him, must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.” No outward ceremonies 
afforded him inward peace of mind; he felt in his 
inmost soul the entire insufficiency of all his own 
doings, performances, and mortifications; he per- 
ceived that his very best actions and his holiest de- 
votions were still intermingled with self and sin, and 
began to hunger and thirst after a righteousness 
far exceeding that of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
“even the righteousness of God, which is by faith 
in Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them that 
believe.” Christ became his refuge, his consola- 
tion, his hope, his delight, his highest treasure,— 
his all in all. From that time he felt an ardent 
desire to promote a more general circulation of 
the sacred writings among his Catholic brethren. 
For this purpose he finally determined to un- 
dertake himself a new version of the New Testa- 
ment in the German language, in the execution 
of which he experienced many difficulties, but 





of the soul. Their spiritual maladies are ap- 
proaching a crisis. If they relapse into security, 


happily overcanse them all. Assisted by a learn- 
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ed relative, he published the first edition of his 
New Testament about fifteen years ago; which 
was so ably executed and so favourably received, 


that it soon obtained the sanction of several epis 
copal authorities. After his version had under- 


gone various corrections and revisions, to render 
it still more conformable to the Greek original, 


jt was recommended to the attention of the Brit 


ish and Foreign Bible Society, by several of the 
most distinguished Protestants as well as Catho- 
lic divines of Germany, and they felt happy to 


assist this noble champion of scriptural truth in 
its circulation. 
that by the combined exertions of British and 
Continental Christians, he has been enabled, in 
the short space of fifteen years, to circulate up- 
wards of 523,000 copies of the New ‘Testament, 
besides more than 10,000 Bibles in different lan- 
guages. Though he has experienced much oppo- 
sition on the part of the bigoted adderents of the 
Court of Rome, yet there are hundreds of his 
Catholic brethren in Germany who have most ef 
fectually aided him in carrying on this blessed 
work, The good already accomplished by the 
dissemination of the seed of divine truth is incal 
culable. Infidels have been reelaimed, | gree 
and profigate persons have been reformed, mere 
formalists have been convinced of their hypocri- 
sy, and led to embrace, by a living faith, a cruci- 
fied Redeemer ; sincere believers have been edifi- 
ed and built up in their most holy faith,—mourn- 
ers have been comnforted,—the weary and heavy 
laden tefreshed,—the feeble strengthened,—the 
wavering confirmed, —and all have been encour- 
aged to evince the genuine nature of their Chris- 
tian faith by a holy and consistent life. Some 
striking facts of the blessings thus produced are 
related in a late publication of Leander Van Ess, 
which contains particulars of a most interesting 
and affeeting nature. He is now engaged in the 
translation of the Old Testament, the first part of 
which has already left the press. His private cha- 
racter is exemplary. He is modest, yet full of 
holy courage ; cheerful, yet dignified in his deport- 
meut; active, yet fond of retirement; laborious 
and indefatigable ; eloquent in the pulpit, nervons 
and fluent in lis style; a complete master of his 
own language, he writes and speaks the Latin, is 
an excellent Greek and Hebrew scholar, and, in 
fine, is possessed of very general information.— 
His talents, his learning, his Christian philanthro- 
py have rendered him justly celebrated on the 
Continent. During the late war an epidemic dis- 
ease broke out among the soldiers. About 600 
were crowded together in the Castle of Marburg. 
The contagion spread; many became infected ; 
scarcely any one would venture near the sick and 
dying, when Leander Van Ess, at the risk of his 
own life, went amongst them, administered medi- 
cines, food, and Christian instruction, and became 
the happy instrument of rescuing many from tem- 
poral and eternal destruction, 


FROM FORDYCE’S SERMONS TO YOUNG LADIES. 

An actomplished woman never can become an 
object of neglect; she must always remain an ob- 
ject of distinction amongst her acquaintance. 
When she was young, she might please more; but 
as even then she pleased chiefly by her mind, she 


From Fordyce’s Sermons to young Ladies. 


It is a delightful consideration, 





cerning few, at least, will discover in her, beay. 
ties, which neither the inroads of age, nor the ray. 
ages of sickness can deface. When “ declined 
into the vale of years,” she will still, from the sy. 
periority of her character, staad forth an exalted 
figure. Sense and capacity, joined to worth and 
sweetness, are exempted from the condition of aij 
things which are to jose their influence when they 
lose their novelty. “The ornament of grace 
which wisdom shall give to thy head,” will not 
appear with less lustre, when infirmity shall 
cause that head to shake. “The crown of glory 
which she shall deliver to thee,” will, in reasun’s 
eye, receive new diguity from grey hairs ; or rath- 
er, according to our inspired author, those “ grey 
hairs are” themselves **a crown of glory being 
found in the way of righteousnes.” . 

Do you know a woman far advanced in life, 
in virtue and understanding, who, with mild in- 
sinuation, employs them to render wise and hap- 
py those about her, especially the young; who, 
for such in particular, makes kind allowance, not 
lorgetting those early days, when she too stood in 
need of indulgence; who, when her health will 
permit, takes pleasure in seeing herself surround- 
ed by a circle of youth innocently gay, conde. 
scending even to mix in their little sports, and 
| by a graceful complacency of look, and pleasing 
remainder of ancient humour, to encourage and 
promote their harmless amusements? Do yon 
know sucha woman? ‘Then speak your opinion 
freely. Will this youthful circle be in any dan- 
ger of despising her because she is old? On the 
contrary, will they not contend with one another, 
who shall pay her most veneration, who shall 
stand highest in her affection? Can you con- 
ceive a character more respectable and at the 
same time more amiable? What is there good 
or excellent, to which she will not have it in her 
power to win thein ? 

In truth, most of the grievances complained of by 
mortals, are self-created. They proceed from 
that fondness of fancy which gives consequence to 
trifles, or from those gusts of passion which pro- 
duee agitation without a cause. But, next to the 
power of religion, can you imagine any means of 
avoiding both, so probable as the wise and cali 
pursuits to which I would now persuade you? 
Permit me, iny beloved hearers, to succeed. De- 
fer not, by the cuitivation of your minds, as well 
as hearts, to lay in a store of enjoymeut, and com- 
fort, such as you Can repair to in secret, when all 
abroad is unsolacing and insipid. 

Every thing external is hastening to change and 
dissolution. You yourselves are gliding insensi- 
bly dowa the carrent of time. You are on your 
passage to eternity ; and can you bear the thougits 
of resigning a passage as important as it is short, 
to the blind impulse of chance, caprice, and igno- 
rance? Or suppose, you are so far careful of con- 
sequences, as to secure a safe arrival; can you 
like illiterate and incurious mariners, sajling by 
some beautiful coast, be satisfied to hurry along 
without attending to the various prospects and nu- 
merous objects which nature and art have spread 
out before you; or, without taking advantage of 
the best assistance you can find on your voyage, 
to improve in whatever is instructive, ornamental, 
and praise-worthy ? Have you forgotten that, 
when landed on the blissful shore, your felicity 
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attainments in knowledge : that the most enlarged 
ynderstandings, where the dispositions have been 
of a piece, will be rewarded by the noblest discov- 
eries; iu short, that they who shine now with the 
fairest lights of wisdom, snall, like the more distin- 
uished stars of heaven, be crowned hereafter with 
superior splendor « 


FROM THE LONDON TRACT MAGAZINE. 
Latter from the Rev. Leander Van Ess, to the Foreign Sec- 
retary, dated Darmstadt, Dec. 4, 1824. 


You will receive asmall book, entitled, “ The Holy 
Chrysostom, or the Voice of the Catholic Church, concerning 
qa useful, salutary, and edifying method of reading the Bible ; 
by Leander Van Ess ; Darmstadt, 1824,” of wich work | 
have been enabled, pariy by the generous grant of your 
Society, to publish 5,000 copies ; and I rejoice to say, ma- 
ny blessed results have ensued from its dissemination 
among Catholics, especially at the present period, when, 
wy the Bull of the Pope, the circulation of the Bible has 
been much ridiculed and impeded. My correspondence 
has convinced me, that many weak individuals, especial- 
ly among the Catholic clergy, have been enceuraged ia 
the Bible cause by the reading of this book ; and as its 
circulation extends, the prejudices of the common peo- 
ple also are vanishing away. | would trust that much 
good has already been effected by it, and that the Lord of 
glory and of the harvest will grant farther increase. My 
gratitude to the Religious Tract Society is therefore very 
great. Iam now engaged in another little work of a sim- 
ilar kind, and would appeal to your Society for a further 
grant, that I may be enabled to publish it. 

In a period like the present, when Rome and Roman- 
ists are making all their powers and influence subservient 
to the pernicious works of darkness, both by words and 
writings, it is our duty todo all in our power to counter- 
act their efforts, persuaded that the Lord wil! not suffer 
his true Christian Church, of all confessions to be over- 
thrown. Iucalculable good may be effected by the means 
of small instructive Tracts, which common people are 
fond of reading. If aid for this work is afforded to me, I 
have a great number of correspondents and fellow la- 
bourers in every quarter, who will give their assistance. 

For the sake of the kingdom of the Lord and of the 
everlasting salvation of our brethren, purchased at so in- 
finitely high a price, I repeat my most earnest request for 
a fresh supply to my little Tract fund. The voices of 
thanksgivings from thoysands and tens of thousands of 
souls redeemed from darkness to bight, will rise far above 
any earthly thanks, at the throne of the Lantb. 

erhaps, my dear friend, you may find in another pub- 
lication, which | also forward, passages to which it may 
be advisable to give publicity in the English Janguage, 
especially for circulation in Ireland, where much contro- 
versy, opposition, and hostile feelings appear to have been 
excited, on account of the tree circulation of the Bible, 
and the Buff of the Pope. Leanver Van Ess, 


Immediately on the receipt of this letter, the Commit- 
tee of the Religious Tract Society voted the sum of one 
hundred pounds to the above excellent and revered indi- 
vidual ; they have done so, alyiough their grants this year 
exceed the amount of subscriptions and contributions yet 
received, trusting that they have friends who will enable 
them speedily to rewit this grant, for the purpose above 
mentioned. 


ANECDOTE OF A DUTCH BURGOMASTER. 


—— 


pieus natives of Holland have a happy 








Some of the 
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way of introducing religion in a profitable manner, at 
times and in places which would be passed over by most 
persans ; the following anecdote is ag instance: 

An aged Burgomaster travelling to Germany, stopped 
at an inn on the borders of that country and Holland.— 
He observed that the servant girl, who laid the cloth and 
made other preparations for bis supper, performed these 
little offices neatly and with much alacrity, and he com- 
mended her, saying also, “ he trusted, *that, while she 
showed herself so careful in the performance of the com- 
mon duties of her station, she was not less diligent in ob- 
serving the duties and privileges of a Christian.” The 
girl, who was quite ignorant of religion, replied by asking 
what he meant; upon which he entered more particu- 
larly into an explanation of his meaning, dwelling espe- 
cially on the importance of PRAYER, and found that she 
lived in entire neglect of it. Her countenance and man- 
ner indicated a strict adherence to truth, and he told her 
that if, when he again passed through the place, she 
could assure him that she had knelt down every night 
and morning, and uttered a short prayer, he would give 
hera ten guilder piece, (a gold coin, value 16s. 8d) Af- 
ter some hesitation the gu agreed, and asked what the 
prayer was, the repetition of which was to procure her a 
larger sum than she had ever before possessed at one time. 
The Burgomaster told her, “ Lord Jesus, convert my soul." 
At first the girl hesitated, and sometimes thought that 
she might omit the repetition of these words, the full 
meaning of which she did not understand. A better feel- 
ing, however, induced her to continue, and inquire the 
meaning of these words. 

About six months afterwards the old gentleman retur- 
ned ; he went to the same ivn ; avother girl laid his sup- 
per cloth ; he inquired for her predecessor in vain. He 
then asked for the landlord, who told him that five 
months back the girl alluded to had been seized with such 
a praying fit, thathe found she would no longer do for 
his service, and that she was then living with a private 
family ir the yeighbourhood. In the ‘morning, the old 
gentleman sought for and found her; and said he was 
come to fulfil his promise ; she immediately recognized 
him, but decidedly refused his offered’ money, saying 
“ That she had founda reward, much richer thon any sum 


of gold.” 3.4. 
THE SCRIPTURES 


The Scriptures are a treasure of divine knowledge, 
which can never be exhausted. ‘The most learned, 
acute, and diligent student cannot, in the longest life, ob- 
tain an entire knowledge of this one volume. The more 
deeply he works the mine, the richer and move abund- 
ant he finds the ore. New light continually beams from 
this source, to direct his conduct, and to illustrate the 
works of God and the ways of men. Scort. 


POPERY IN IRELAND. 





In conversing with a young woman, 18 years of age, I 
asked her what place of worship she attended. Pointing 
toa chapel on a distant hill, she replied, “ 1 go to that 
Chapel.” £ said, “ Do you never go to the Gharch, o1 
any Protestant place of worship?’ Rather shocked at 
the questiou, she hastily answered, ** No, no; il I did the 
priest would beat me.” Almost incredulous, 1 said, 
** How would he beat you? Would he beat you with his 
hand?” * QO, no,” said she, “ not with his hand, but 
with a whip. Four times a year he comes to our house, 
and then if we have done wrong, he beats us with a 
whip !"—From a Journal of the Wesleyan Missionaries. 


As it sometimes rains when the sun shines, se there may 
be joy in a saint’s heart when there are tears in his eve 
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